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Key Issues and Their Significances
in Ancient China’s History of Academia
~—A Discussion about the Incident of
“Book Burning during the Qin Dynasty”

Chi-ping Lin
Department of Chinese Literature
National Chengchi University

ABSTRACT

) “Book Burning during Qin” is a major incident in the history of China.
'i';""If*é"’:‘infll‘hence on the development of every aspect of Chinese culture is not
only deep but also very extensive. Therefore, scholars who research trans-
f{)rmat:jons in the Chinese way of thinking cannot skip this issue. Because of
this reason, the article focuses on the significance of the “Book Burning”
incident in the history of thinking. This article investigates and analyzes the
subject by examining the history under the light of the general records con-
cerning the “Book Burning” incident by collocating the records and explain-

ing the historical appearance at that period of time. This article then points:

out the concerns and their influences from the perspective of the “Historical
Break”, which was brought by the incident itself. Eventually, this article
views the “Book Burning” incident as an example of the importance of and
the numerous effects caused by “Scientific Thinking”.

Key words: book Burning during Qin (China), the classics, the way of the
sages

(e EHHE  2006.2.17 | EIERSHED 1 2006.4.11 ; 5EETIB HES © 2006.5.5)

e



