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Abstract

In the past the public sector in control of management power of the
country tends to adopt Top Down managing method. Yet there have been
fundamental changes in light of current promotion of neo public
management perspectives and movement. Civilians are the ultimate targets
of public policy services. Only when the policy in work meets the public’s
needs and raises the public’s confidence, the practice of democracy spirits
will be realized with its first step out. After Taiwan lifted Martial Law, the
legislature and executive branch have gradually adopted the idea and
mechanism of civic participation into governance. What are the types of
civic participation? What are the advantages and disadvantages? What are
the public policy issues which have been adopted into civic participation
mechanism and the results thereof presented? These have been the focus of
concerns amongst the academia and practice field.

For the purpose of understanding the idea and content of civic
participation, of which this thesis based on the case of Taipei City
Government explores the mechanism in current practice in this country as
well as examines whether it matches modern theories. While encountering
disadvantages and dilemma of civic participation, how the Taipei City
Government responds and improves in its planning and implementing is
also explored.

This thesis applies document analysis, a.k.a. secondary analysis, to
collect domestic and foreign documents as well as official web site
materials of Taipei City Government. Also to sort out and analyze ideas of
civic participation, important theories, findings of domestic research,
current system development in this country and the practice in Taipei City
so as to enhance the research content.

The results of analyzing documents find that, in current practice and
operation of Taipei City Government civic participation mechanism, the
participatory budget mechanism has reached the level of partnership and
cooperation on the civic participation spectrum. Other mechanism such as
public hearing, testimony, civic cafeteria, workshop, panel discussion and
forum still remain in nominal participatory forms of pacification or
consultation. Since the well-designed participation mechanism is the
ground stone of promoting civic participation, it has altered the past
bureaucracy of government agencies in the process of public civic
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participation. In the future the enhancement of civilians and public servants’
professional quality will be the major implementing factor of high quality
civic participation.

Key words: civic participation, public policy, governance, participatory
budget, Taipei City
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