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Abstract

This study questions the influential factors surrounding and affecting the relationship
between Taiwan and the country’s diplomatic allies. The author considers the domestic
politics of the allied countries an influence of similar strength to other well-known factors
including geopolitics, China’s economic incentives, and cross-strait political interactions.
The scope of this research covers seven Spanish-speaking and presidentialism countries
in Latin America, with Paraguay, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua being Taiwan’s
current allies and Panama, Dominican Republic and El Salvador being the former ones.
This study set “the ideology of the country president’s political party”” and “the unified or
divided government” as variables and established four Diplomatic Risk Levels based on
the said countries’ domestic affairs and proceeded to run Chi-square test to verify the set
hypothesis. Next, the author analyzed situations in Paraguay and El Salvador as
supporting case studies. The outcome of the study showed that the change of Diplomatic
Risk Levels is closely related to the actual interaction between Taiwan and its allies. In
addition, the result indicated that the ideology difference following the country’s change
of president (and ruling party) has more critical influence than the types of governments

(unified or divided) occurring post presidential election in the countries studied.
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