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T o BB K 2 B e 2 FE R+ A B
ViE S I ATEN Y RE
35 2 (Lake, 2009, p. ix )

BE > wRRMIEEREN RHK
W K B & % (reputation ) ~ & ¥
(prestige ) ~ # & (authority ) % %48 »
Bp f& kAL BL A & B I B 14 323 AR
*éﬁ%ﬁ%%%ﬁ%’ﬁ@@ﬁ%
HERMER BB FBER
m%%#ﬁ%°%~ﬁ@agim%$
e mHAEEFLENE RS
(hierarchy ) '#, M 7R &, » A # LUK 20 4%
BB SRR BB E ALE 0 4592
ey AR SRR
e K% B 3 T 3 5 A ko £ B B
2% % 5t (DavidA. Lake) “#* 2009 4
H KR 8 Hierarchy in International
Relations > E R ¥ bsr 0 ) £ 1) JE o
VF & 4 B B R B R S 4R ) 09 3

P REFEBLE PER (BEMG T
F &) 3T E BR AR AE S o B hierarchy
W ¥R aET R AR T ROk T8
BH EE BEEVYRERAT  EF 2
B rEgE -

INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

DAVID A. LAKE

Z 4% ! Hierarchy in
International Relations
Y8 : David A. Lake
H AR
£ 4y 12009
B ¥

ISBN : 9780801447563

Cornell University Press

232 pages

2 KEMNEH Lake 2 PFEL > PEARHIRZ
FAKRATKE - ARASEHERBIZ 4%
— A TEL N TERZHEA 2R
fkZ (2007) ~ ERRfE (2014) -
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WORREER - BHEIRAZHEEIR
FZRERER AR FEOBR RSB
FHik #& (anarchy ) 4% 4 #L¥k ° 2003
EFRANREFR LI ER BT HE
R IR F3H 0 ELZEHEFR
HFE -FaRb ZERATREAN
B R3Ar 0 & 21228 FHH RS
& o M PR BE &R A : AR A 2% (Kenneth
N.Waltz) f§ 4 32HBHT > 2R
PR AR MR R B BURBE AT HB R
MEAEHAGERMGEERXA -
BERL FRH|R{efFh B L UM
AR A Fet ~ LA EE M (legitimacy ) 258
B FR|HLE AR EEdMY
FEB/EHR -

AT ST E LN LR A
M- admxh o K- —FREE
WAEZE > AR BIR R E R R E
BH FZERFRRATIRARRE o
BRI FE R AR B KX (patterns ) -
* ¥ B (domination) #5947 & ARt B
(subordination ) &)= J& o f& & %31
moEERRAHWEHWEE RS
2

wf

A -=EBpE

B FHRBRMHAR o FH U
BB S 0 AR M IE R BUR
B -EREENA TALEF2HEE
EEBUTIKAE > A ARE B E R H

SAEFERLE TELA(BARMMG T
F @A) AT IE IR BRFE L - B # hierarchy
HEER A TR T RBKE VT

an ." BUARIERSEEE 20256 12577 8

Ao tbds o BUSH R T T B A HEA
B REE RGBS ENRSRIEH
ERMRTRIGEEH D LOHA R
RAaEBEL B FRME L6 R
(Lake, 2009, pp. 17-18) » t.— ## & ff
fh e sh ka9 38 %) (coercion) R E) ° 4F
HHEHERE BB RAE N O F FH
A MALBRA G BB 547 F - HHHE 84
SATBE R RS 0 AR T EE
MEE R o R IEH R S AAE A &
f1 o e Re BB EEMAmAE 4 (Lake,
2009, pp.21-22) - # B EH K EHEE
T REBUEH R EBRBNEX—TRE
7 gk (formal-legal authority ) > A&
18 & R AR A% S A & 6 B AR R R
(relational authority ) > V£ % 38 38 > B 14
AL —RETRARE R XM
RIEY - TERREAHBEOHS
#®hE (BSHAS ~ M ERAKEHIR
) I B B 6 AR AR AE R
Aleg Gkt ER A s g & Aef o
B AF 2L B 5818 (Lake, 2009, pp. 28-
33) -
FoFERRBARERS - b A
BB EE EAEREMTHE 1
BRAKEZRARMEABEHKRS T
B BRREREIS  EH - BB F
BEHRDIF TR R MAGAERE
tERE X EBRMREME RAT
AUMHEBAE  FRHNBERLD

BH EE BEEVEART  £F 121
N
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RZ - EEFRKXTFEKAEWER
TR AR A ZHAEBUTKE
(Lake, 2009, pp. 51-52) = & 45 B %
584 By ARDARERNBEERE -
R @ EBUT K EAR AR
& > A 4% (diplomacy ) ~ % /1 $¢ &
( sphere of influence ) ¥24%# B (pro-
tectorate ) ; £ &7 H @ B AT H R
(market exchange ) ~ 4% & (economy
zone ) $24& It (dependency ) ° %4 #1148
U R RCE TR H W
BRESZ - B AREERL RO BE
N EXERAHR>ALTERF I
FEEZHKRERE > BigR " EXFE
(empire ); HfEB ¥ 44l B £ JE
E X F R | (informal empire ) ° E4FE
BN ERHEHRERLES  Flho
LABREHARAZS LS ERBE
B ek R E AR A E D AR
Moo o F RE B ALHE LPREE
T E AN P EFR SR A
M (Lake, 2009, pp. 52-59) ° i& sb43]
THTRTERBG SRR -

Bl R 6 <7 38 M ek B 15 P R A
o I T AE & o 148 IR B B IR
FRAVRE BT RAEREIEHL a8
A HLHBEBG - BRHFATTHER
At By RAIEABR R T AR
AR G BURBRR Y AR e HE ) 548 -

%~ HRERE

FZERAFRHOTRERK
B L AT MR R 0 B PR F R SR A

an ." BUARIERSEEE 20256 12577 8

1t (operationalize )’ 3t 3 47475 89 F 3%
BB o B A R LB
B FEAUATABRRERNE AL E
FE o AR EERAMNME R A
ERBEME R BB BEE £
@&k K@ REBHE R RE RS E
TERMEHHRAENL  REHET
) & AR KB A2 B R 452 (Lake, 2009,
pp. 68-76) ° #ELIRAEIS AT o M HAF
UASEHE px S 4 58 4] B 4 B R 3B R
1950-2000 < [ &9 & B #f 5h B 15 4T
EHIRE - odr BT 0 FRER T EM
(EHE i) BEMGFER S
EERMG HRAmRRERLE;
FEIEH ~ F R A B H b & o B & F
FHRERS - EEMEARE BERR
PRBHEER XG0 RILDBES
B R EARTE R 45 0 MR P L
EEHR LR EBHEFTRANEH (R
1965 4 % 81 & v &t ) Lake, 2009, pp.
82-92)° % 4k Bl B R /N B [ 4
B H AR 2 BLIE A8 B 6930 BT B B
BEHMARKERETLEIERT 2 E -

FoTHRA T TR TER L4
FHM R AR AR ] o AT R
BEXERTH -Bh EFHLALM
BRIRERFBEOBREHKRT . EX &
TSR GERT LR £F
Bl o 78 # 3 R A B F %47 M 3
(discipline) ; % = » A4 B B{Z4E
TEAREEEEM > EHER&LAFNH
ERgERER - ARER 2RBEF
PR NMANTRERBE R BRRE



RREE

1113

e RAHLRBREAMRENB R MK
RA HNERIES FREBEET
a0 B 5] & A A BB (Jo i e
PEAR ) FRNHA G R ESERE
HREPML RRBEAITSLEE A
& 5 & 5% (costly signals ) RE 3R 8
F ALY (self-binding) ° EFE A KLY K
ITAHHBRERRRAT R 6012
FEHE BRAL A T R AE 4K A2 # (Lake, 2009,
pp.93-132)- 48 g% > BHKFHA
Bk (EERE B E ) 1243
DARERHE A X FFosTIL B R A& X
S AT BRET O HEERTH
AAHEwE F (Lake, 2009, pp. 132-
137)
FEEHME R AE BB
S8 H T ERATA > LE—FH
BIRK BRI ER - AERA B
BABRKG LM L% D NIERE
RERERETRE G EIHBET
B, WA R RS D H AR SR ——
sb ¥ 34432 35 (balance of power ) ¥}
FHA R TAREE - B R4 E
e A RLERETREE ik
F o B AXTRREGIEHKA K
TEHRMR - £ERERFGEHE
omBRXB&E EFETRAME
HEZKBAR I BELELA
PlzEsm PR AERE > B BAm e
FERATHBEHE BR"T 8k
RBA4% | (symbolic obedience ) ° # % 7% 721
BPEREEFE > BFMERME RE
WHEEER > AEREHAL EAHA

an ." BUARIERSEEE 20256 12577 8

B FZ B SRR - R
o @B REAMHNETRGE =
HERF TR R 0 B BT
AR EAEGERNE > EFETERY
%3 (Lake, 2009, pp. 138-174) °
P2 R F LR TREERS
HELBERFEEHEYTERE - B
BRERFBET EZRFHB R aY4T
BEX B TEARMERG A8
B\ Fo EHRT B EHCRE -
B REBBRI Sy XM > IR DR
Fefos Al ) EHEA A EHLH
B ARIEEFRF I RALE RO R -

B MREs

RERBE  EEFREMY
FRKEHETALE ERLEFRANE
A #7 X, (Hobbesian ) B 2R 1K f& ° & BT
AR RE S 4R R A R — B RR AR R
R EEE —ERAMEE - BB
HROFEE N TR2AM N &
FORYGTRARMN A -HEBRRH
BU4RB AR MARBEN > M3
WREHHETRF RIRE - S1FREY
IMET RO H - BRI R BRBM A
HeBEX TSR AE  BBETHR
BB AR AR LR — 8w 4
£ B o) A8 4 (Lake, 2009, pp. 175-
176) -

R HRHBIEF R T AL AFH
DA B YR A SEAR L LB F A 0 A
SRB OG- HH PR FHRA
FRATHRAEMRMIERS A > HaiE
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PRAENGBLERFHE D AR
HehhF o wEBXERMNARTEH
RN EEmRI A - PRTRFKA
THI B B 0 £ B & RAR A H 55
HBEE G P HNGER -5 — @
TAMTPERE BRI L "M
3 (overreach ) : K& J& iz 312 &9
—EEHBRER > FMEEFBRYORE
Al iR AR S A B REE EHA
MR EHIB AR R AR
Ao g EHBRATAEN 2R LM
B KA R 1B B2 € EiE
EEFRHARBREREHE R - #
BABFER FEAMHERTRBRCAES
18 & & #2837, ( Lake, 2009, pp. 181-186)°

TAEREFERB A THE
M TRRERAREEZAHME RS
R BB S ERBAATEIRA
EEHATIZE - ARERF AR
MARER EBEHERE AT
AR LAKE B HREN BE %
WHEEERB% - EAEWE BT
SHHRENTEF BEERATRE
R EFBR Y AEFE LR (Lake,
2009, pp. 186-189) °

12 ~ JR DR

(—) B3P fLATeE

f TR FRRRLRN LS Eig
ERTY - HBROER -~ HE RS QIR
Vi BEFREBRBTEROREHR - £
202545 A 16 B2 %EEREHRS " K4

an ." BUARIERSEEE 20256 12577 8

ATHENBERAITAKREZISE
RERBGFLE > AREMGEOE
RERM R RAERBE G FZ I AE
FEEZIR B ko P URER B4
WA RERHB A =LA ()E
REEXTEARAB 4R ERHE R
8RR E I o EHE AR IRE 2 ek o
PEAALF R T R AR RILH R -
fBBEAERR > B RRLB anE
RKBFRE AXFEEIMWEZT B
kot BAEAAT BB BE - (2)F LA
"HERR  REA T HE® o kY TER
Bl AT R ™ T GAE  BA
AR BREE - Q) E T EHEER
B AE PR 1950-2000 4649 £ B4 51 B
1o IR BN WG THAA P45
2AnEREZORE (HEEE
20130 B VII-VII) . £k » 4 E b
HH EABEMEERARY BE
DBAZRAHEFS BREDEBR R A
THBERKRFRGHER - Rie—3F
HREEX R R AR HE
WokMEREBIFORR BBUTK
A& #h | (anarchy fever) £ 48 > K#AHF A
R GRASEREH > BT itk
B o ARV AMBERALER
ke T8 > RMTHRE T
WARFEXELHSR > BmELES AR
2R EHEBE (Bamett, 2010;

BRI ERE  HIEEITERAAFEHRT R
mMEAETHEAMRA AR TRE HH, (deep
contestations ) &3 % (F £ » 2025) -



RESEH

Kochanski, 2012; Tas Yetim, 2021 ) ° ¥4
E IR 5B P A A R R G E W
B~ SREBARG B AR EHIR
E &y 5 iR ; wHZEREECHH
AH O RIS R AR E @ EBE L
i AR o AR BLIP B R L Bl 55 3 R
AT HEE > AAETT A ERE
LB CLABEARIEAS
AR RAERG R ERAYE EHE
7 o
EHRB  MFHERARUHEH B

Rk g B AR R F R AR
e ERTHER PR @EE
FIRE > RAEFE DA B B R UM AR 84
FAMERERT $5 BEETA
WhoHFHEEERFHRA > FTHERAL
FHRBRNEZR K - T8 Al
d o FRBIER T RRIZA R PR
A (intermediaries) &917E R °» RFHZ
MB B P — SR et R o A AT
KT FERNT — % (Lake, 2009,
pp. 179-180) © &&3m4ufT » £y k3R
AR B o F LA A B IR R 2R
RAE T B H &) B BR ° Hierarchy in
International Relations 3T A% T £ BUR &
R E—HF o R ERBIANE R
e SRR > LR TRES S
Rtk AMBBAR LR EERF T @
WA BRRRS > B E TR KM
IR AR W S E L
ToE EHOBRL > R TRILYE
BB EREEEFER - HAE
B afhe RERFSHRALOHT

B — b s

." BEARIESF 202512 577

B oo EARE4ER T HAT AR R JE X
MERLGOHES G 0 L AEHEG
Mk - BRFZARTTELIKEGEMM
Hr a8 4% -

(=) #3 "R L EmBR

AEHUETREBAALAARAAE
ZHREH S REEREAMLRHR
sbab o T R L EBIR AR A RE
FERON R B0 % SR
A RET —EEHRFEBRO T TE
REF B RMERARITASL - XAR
ﬁi%%é&ﬁ%ﬂ%?## CENEMBAEMER

MREN B EEEHFAESAY
#ﬁﬁﬁou¢l%ﬁm%iﬁ%a
A BAEERARSRETE MR
B FHEEE T ERMLE UE
Fre (ho TEIRMEE ) BT
VEB % 4% o Histho b HEiimegst
BAL-FEEZFTRYMEHES ET

& E LR RRYy - KRPATH G
BERYES BRI AEHEETHR

LTtk R ZRBG AL - BERIRAELS
TEHMB E - RS ALTIRE A
B e A EREZ R -
FEiEHO A RMABHERES
BEGART S REE B A FiEK
BR—%E FERAARE b %
ShEWEE - MALLZT - 5 dILH -
ERTBEE RSkt £2
WAL T EBUTKE ) 8RR 0 A
FRHBHHBHBARRIZXD - K
B ARG ENEEKFN
A2 P o E BB TN A R R R o B

-M-
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BmE RRABELARTHE Ak
REBHIENBHRFRL  BHR
ShERE B 0 A AENIH T MR R
Brst gy > ETRRERFERS E5E
Y& ERFE T

B—FR - AEXHHFERH L
ETHOEBTRALER - FRAUR
PHBER BB RLBEFRA
ALK& © B AR A DAL R § 5 5

EEMKF Ao ESHmBELNER
BPEH ERYELE > TTRRASR LB L
WIRAE A BRI R L
o BMBRTHEREREARE &
TRHREEERE L ER T aE
424 00 B8 o Ed LR B BRIk &
B EHOBRAMF R - £E
REE AT 22— AEREKLA BN
M E T RE o A REEEMEA 6
FETMEETHEN > 38 KRBEBEK
-4 78 G AR AL RES -
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e~ 54 SURK

BRrkAE (2014) B & L B R B &
WRBLGBEFRRE  LHME
EAE-BFELEEF1503)
117-150

BRkz (2007) - BIRRAE A B & o2 4%
REM G4 - FAARF K 46(2)
23-52 -

&t (Lake,D.A.) (2013) - B BRI 14
TR EER (HBEFE) - LFEA
RO mrak o CR 3 E R 2009)
[Lake, D. A. (2013). Hierarchy in
International Relations (W.-N. Gao,
Trans).Shanghai People's
Publishing House. (Original work
published 2009)]

&t (Lake,D.A.) (2025)° & & E R
BAFAKRE 2RI~ REHR
|AR? (EAFEHE) - KGHE
BT EREBRRIE 5 A 16
B > &3k - [Lake, D. A. (2025). The
End of Liberal International Order:

an ." BUARIERSEEE 20256 12577 8

Globalization, Deep Contestations,

and the Future? [Conference

presentation]. Global Forum on
Pathways to Sustainability, May 16,
Taipei.]
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SRR 00 4 188 » 47 3t 9F R T A 2 RS HIE R AR
BB 00 LA PR ATHS SR % RIEBHIT 4 B BHR
B — bk PR b ey Bl Rk B ® F:REA

Ho R B3 o e ) BBER 1 A AR Bl H R

b PHREERAKRGEEE £ :2019.05

P 48 T 45 R 4o R SR R 45 0 R4 B # : 320 pages
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H ke B EARAS B RAERIEATE
B LG EE -
do R HZAE ARG B AT 2
WRRE A RA  RBER S BBKY
FiriE > L 4% (succession ) 7 %8
Z W Rk (civillaw ) ; RZ > BAER,
RS SR EE T BIE
(custom) B & > BN BRAR%% %
B AR P ROE B —RMERE
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"RE O RERAMREE  REIE
BBIBE kR 0 TUEHE
FiER R %El%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ*%%
Brdefr £ RERIE T IR
mﬁ%l%%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁlio

B3 B £ 02 BER AR AL
MBRRE —ERA—EREN" &t
BIREE | "B 7 2024 0 EEHE
BB 113 EHFH SIRHAAR 42 >
# RBAL RGN F R R B ET
BB LA B 6 B A Ty ) 0 RS
BKR % HBRAE R RSB 5 14
BRERBM AR ZEFE BRVKRARL
] (F R4k 2024 :3-6)° HiTHH
BETUE N BEEAZLRZL LKA
B HAC 6 R SR A U A A i
— 3t o

EI BT R AT
fE& 22 A BRIk S )
AEAMEREERERLE LR
BERE ARFE LB RMG
WEKBEHFRES B RAERKEHS
BEREVDBRFEETOBREFGH AL
#E B L) B R
AR B F B R R A
B ZEIT R BRAERERGHRE 5
W B% M, E

A AZTHEERA R

ALZOHIEEZT Uy R E
Ho R B BRI EZRERN
CRAE R | hofT ¥ TN REOH
RN T A5 R L3R 2 9
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Motz o MERFHRAT HEH
AT HHErnEYS AT EERMN
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JE o £ BERK B ARERBUTH
Wik A AR IR B EAR
HMERBIESBRBEAMERTRZ
RIVAEMS LA B RAE RIEHER
fE9h o B AR BT 5k RAER &
B EATE RSB LRIk
REPUABREREREA LY
TURAK o Bk B ALK ERSE
R EeymAM REREZGE
Mo iE BBAEREAFH) LikFo £
o BEMW B RARBUFIFEARA
Mo 4545 78 R OBUR BT B 3R LAk 6 %

HEEHE- 2 TRRIEK BFLF
{2 B AT RIS RADRAE R

Bk Loy B A A (855 RAE R R
AETEEFH BT LR, —FF
WEMLRAER % & B & 1298 R AL
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RAE 612 i 860 18 g % 0 ] — 26
—HAE (2019 :40-48) - #EHE
FEEE € 9 RNk L ANE 25 R ]
RESFAERELESBBORE R
o 348 B 3% 75 & R B IR AR
e RN o N = B R R
WAL AR S B Br e AR R RIS FE ML AR
RAERGRMA RAEZR L LG
RAGHER]  TRBp IR $ R AE R A%
BgRemEA IRk E RIER
W PRI AERAS B B F A 7

SRR B R F IR L3R E
RRAAR G E B R R E
FEEV BRI LR AFMBAER
HEASEH AT MR MR
B o % R A R AR A
FAALEAERZ  RRLEEEE
R BAT % Seh AR AeT RET4T 4

—EEAEFENERERRER
Y

(=) R REIE SRR AANTAT
REEFPHOMEEELZT

BGRREFATE R R &
BHAEREML - ERAERNTAR
REAB LB Rk Ao S S s 0s H @A
Ml ta B4 ? RAEMR B LA 7 &
RATEER G T HABE LSRR
N BEHBSBREZEEHMBAE
% BAAR R — A 9 3E A o 2K AT
B i 32 AR e AR E 2 BN R AE
RIEORTFERFH BESFLER
* 8 RAE RIEG RS A HEAE R

." BGARIESST 2025 £ 12 B 77
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RAFENBEHE LRI RTFEL
MU EWMARE R | hRERAHE
RALERREGLEERERBLENS
HAKEZRE - Kf > BB RAE
SR RAE B EERALLIEBR
ERLGEMERE - £4 BER
EBRARBRAEREN &k RGiLe)—
MoriEdE (RAEREARE) (AT
MR ER)) B8 - EHER
(RAEDRS A — IR T R4
AuykE RPN AEAEE R
BRI R EE) 6 Fikd 24t
Z 4o BAEAR A RKBRER
(2019 : 144) °

#em o HEEE % (positive
law) 2FEERBRATRA R EAR
ERGEGRGEST TS BT
Z o EMERBRAHE G A
TRAGVR LT L - R
BHRRENOBEFFRTERL
THA -G KR Mg RE L
FRAARGN BB AREHEEMHEH
FEET ?7#HT 2 BEFHFMAER
ey BB % RIEAR RERS 6930
oA ERFE BB EMARATR R %
A PSS ER T ARE RAE
REBZGKBE T8RS %A
(discrimination)° &% % 8 18 x4
EVRBRFHRETRH BRELABSEL
R R &R LB R S B
AR AEFHE T T REE A
FHb FHRA BEREELR X
RAITAT °
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(Z)BRATRAERNE B RiEH eI H

BALRE G & 83X KAt
BRI BATRE R G B ARFR LR
o BAERGESAAATTE R R
TUAR IR A~ AR TR R A
FRHBHRER:

ARTRFEE TAFRBIEA
SRERAER R o A F AR E
o MBEARBAARES > EEE
% RER S EE M RTE L L RR B
Rk B IR PR RAR AR TR AT o
(2019 : 270)

{e % 2 B3RS Lok
BB B RAHETITH G EEBEK
BB AR AR AR AL
EARE B RC R (P e =o
B o Bplmz (REMEABIEXR)
BRI AR BUN K &M% E
Eofa e A BB R T A
(PERBER)HE T RFI AR T
FHRETFTZMRyILEY - AH
& fEtR@ b B3R SRR E B
ARG F R -VEER L HE
B3R A IR R R AR B R EE S
kB e HAE N LT
REOES B i RiTRERL
BA OB AER BEFRXE
FiEH RO HEEE G -

(ZRBAEE N REPRAAT B
BRAERME LM IE & 69T AEME

doB) AT LM IE £ — A A EE
RALRMEA B4 B % - 3ok 15

." BGARIESST 2025 £ 12 B 77
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RERBAEE NS RAEE R
BE TRENRECHRALRTHRA
ROR P A 00 A0 PE  RARFE BIK BB
BAERAZ S M #AT TR H
AR B BRERCE 33k T B B 6 K
EMAE S RIRE  RIBFAREY
WRREHE -

T2 ARG R T R AT
B RERIRRERLO §RFR K
ERB R RORITIER L {2 bR &)
ERAETAST LS RAERB BA
TH ARG ER G RIRER
ERGH LIES -
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The Looting Machine: Warlords,

Oligarchs,Corporations, Smugglers, and the
Theft of Africa's Wealth

« 200 / BN EEXBHEAEREGARE

1. Introduction

Tom Burgis, an investigative
journalist currently with The Guardian
and previously with the Financial
Times, has dedicated his career to
exposing corruption scandals and
shedding light on conflicts in Africa
and South America. During his 9 years
of reporting in Africa for the Financial
Times, he tracked the trails of dirty
money from Africa across international
borders, and in his book The Looting
Machine: Warlords, Tycoons,
Smugglers and the Systematic Theft of
Africa’s Wealth, Burgis explores one of
the most critical issues in Africa’s
wealth.

The continent of Africa holds
30% of the world’s natural minerals,
possessing 7.5% of global oil, 40% of
gold, and up to 90% of platinum
reserves (UN Environment
Programme, 2024). These resources
are necessary components in our
everyday  electronics, such as

computers and phones, making Africa

22
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an important link in our global supply
chains.

Despite this resource abundance,
the African continent has the highest
rates of extreme poverty among all the
other continents in the world. In Sub-
Saharan Africa, roughly 46% of the
population lived in extreme poverty as
of 2024, meaning about 440 million
individuals in the

region were

surviving on incomes below the
extreme poverty line (Lenborg et al.,
2025). the highest rates of extreme
poverty among all the other continents
in the world. In Sub-Saharan Africa,
roughly 46% of the population lived in
extreme poverty as of 2024, meaning
about 440 million individuals in the
region were surviving on incomes
below the extreme poverty line
(Lenborg et al., 2025 ) .

Why does this paradox exist?
Burgis argues that the situation in
Africa is not merely an African
problem, but a global problem.
Through case studies based on his
reporting and research, the author
illustrates how elites, corporations, and
foreign companies exploit Africa's
resources, enriching a few while

impoverishing the majority.

." BGARIESST 2025 £ 12 B 77
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II. Summary

In this book,

Burgis
(2016)highlights the resource curse
theory, which suggests that countries
often rich in natural resources tend to
perform worse than their counterparts
and are prone to corruption and
conflict. Through detailed case studies
of several resource-rich African
countries, Burgis demonstrates how
natural resource wealth can become a
source of exploitation and inequality
rather than prosperity.

Angola is presented as one of the
prime examples of the resource curse
in Chapter 1, “Futungo Inc.” Following
years of civil war in Angola, the ruling
MPLA party(People's Movement for
the Liberation of Angola) converted
wartime oil revenues into an extensive
patronage network under President
Jos¢ Eduardo dos Santos and his
daughter Isabel dos Santos (Burgis,
2016). This patronage network ensured
that the country's oil wealth was
managed by a small number of elites,
with the state oil company, Sonangol,
operating at the center. The tight
network  channeled  billions  of
petrodollars into secretive and opaque

deals while most citizens remained in

poverty(Burgis, 2016) .
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Burgis uses the example of
Angola to showcase how resource
wealth can

indirectly  strengthen

authoritarian  rule  rather  than
development, as the country becomes a
state  where political power and
economic control become inseparable
The book presents another example in
the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) . Coltan, cobalt, and copper are
often mined in conflict zones where
human rights violations are widespread
(Burgis, 2016) .

Still, they also serve as key
components in modern technology.
Burgis’s investigation reveals how
Congolese warlords, local political
elites, and foreign actors—including
Israeli businessman Dan Gertler and
multinational corporations—are
involved in a system of international
resource extraction and exploitation.
Gertler's close ties with President
Joseph Kabila allowed him to secure
mining rights at extremely low prices,
while multinational companies use
offshore operations to conceal profits
(Burgis, 2016). Some Western
countries have attempted to address
The

implemented the Dodd-Frank Act,

these issues. United States

requiring publicly traded companies in

the United States to disclose if they

." BGARIESST 2025 £ 12 B 77
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used any conflict materials from the
DRC or any related countries.

Yet, some consider the Dodd-
Frank Act a failure as it didn’t resolve
increased violence and job losses in the
area (Burgis, 2016). The author
demonstrates how the DRC embodies
the functions of a looting machine,
where resources flow through shady
deals, offshore entities, and private
forces. This system also illustrates how
the global economy benefits from the
instability and corruption that persist in
Africa.Burgis (2016) also mentions
other cases, such as the Niger Delta
region of Nigeria, where oil fuels
environmental

of dollars

intended for local development are lost

offshore

corruption and

degradation.  Billions

through  bribery  and

laundering schemes, involving
multinational corporations like Shell
and Halliburton in this harmful cycle.
While previous cases expose how weak
states are vulnerable to resource-driven
corruption, Burgis’s analysis of South
Africa demonstrates that even Africa’s
strong democracies are not exempt
from these patterns.

In Chapter 9 titled “Black Gold,”
Burgis argues that post-apartheid South
Africa’s democracy did not contribute

to dismantling the deep inequalities
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rooted in its mining-based economy.
Despite the end of white minority rule,
the structures of extractive capitalism
remain intact. The Marikana massacre
of 2012, in which the police opened
fire on striking platinum miners
demanding better wages and working
conditions, serves as a stark reminder
of this issue. Burgis (2016)argues that
the resource curse is structural and
global, not limited by race, ideology, or
political ~ system. Even  under
democratic rule, resource dependency
can fuel inequality, demonstrating how
easily exploitation adjusts to new
political systems.

While Burgis has identified many
foreign actors and companies that have
participated in the looting machine
system throughout his case studies ,
Burgis highlights one country that has
expanded its influence significantly
throughout the years in Africa: the
People’s Republic of China. Through
entities such as the Queensway Group
and the China International Fund
(CIF), these Chinese state-linked
investors offer infrastructure and loans
in return for access to African oil and
Guinea’s

Mahmoud Thiam,

minerals. former mining

minister, has
brokered major mining deals with the

Queensway group and other Chinese
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state-affiliated investors in exchange
for infrastructure investment (Burgis,
2016). Burgis maintains that these
the

of transactions reveal

types
international nature of the looting
machine, where corruption is disguised
as foreign investment. He describes the
involvement of these foreign actors as
anew “Scramble for Africa,” as foreign
economic

countries pursue

dependency through multinational

corporations and exploitative deals.
III. Analysis

To better understand how the
resource curse and the looting machine
manifested, I analyze the issue on two
levels: the dynamics of Africa’s
domestic institutions and politics, and
the role of foreign actors. Through a
political science lens and perspective,
it can provide a clearer understanding
of  the

mechanisms driving

exploitation.

A. Africa’s domestic institutions and

politics

Several characteristics within

Africa’s political and institutional

landscape  have  facilitated the

continuation of the looting machine. A
look into Africa’s colonial past can

provide  valuable  context  for

understanding the political and
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institutional environments in certain
African countries. Colonial powers
introduced a monetary system that
incentivized local chiefs through tax
ownership and employed a "divide and

rule" strategy that favored certain

groups. These colonial practices

created political divisions that fostered

patronage  systems and  ethnic
clientelism (Mulinge & Lesetedi,
1998). After independence, many

African leaders adopted authoritarian
administrative characteristics of the
colonial period, such as centralizing
power and facilitating personalized
rent-seeking behavior. This can be seen
in Angola’s establishment of Sonangol
and in other African cases highlighted
throughout the book.

A key characteristic that has
facilitated the looting machine system
within Africa, which is also mentioned
within the book, is the crony capitalist
system. It is a system where economic
success often depends on political
connections rather than pure market
competition. This prompts businesses
to prioritize securing government
favors and short-sighted investments,
thereby exacerbating income
inequality (Albert et al., 2021). We see

this characteristic in the Democratic

Republic of Congo (DRC)and Nigeria.
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Individuals wuse personal ties to
political leaders in securing mining

deals and better access to prices, and

companies  benefit from  weak
oversight. This system of crony
capitalism has fueled ongoing

exploitation. Actors within this system
invest in maintaining the current
political structures and influence to

manipulate economic policies in their

favor.
Another characteristic 1S
neopatrimonial  clientelism, which

describes when political authority is
personalized and state resources are
distributed through patronage
networks (van de Walle, 2007). This
has become a defining characteristic of
African politics. In many cases
discussed by Burgis, political leaders
maintain power through elite patronage
rather than institutional accountability,
often concentrating resources among
ruling elites and weakening state
capacity. Moreover, a democracy is not
always able to eliminate clientelist
behavior.

countries,

In many African

neopatrimonial leaders have created

“facade democracies”—hybrid
regimes that employ democratic
mechanisms ~ while  maintaining
authoritarian control—or  “illiberal
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democracies,” where undemocratic
practices are hidden beneath formally
democratic institutions (van de Walle,
2007). Overcoming these structures
requires the responsible management
of public resources, which helps
explain why South Africa’s transition
to democracy did not dismantle the
inequalities rooted in its mining-based

economy.

B. The Role of Foreign Actors

Burgis exposes many foreign
figures and firms linked to Africa’s
exploitation, and China was featured
prominently throughout the book. For
this reason, China is highlighted in my
analysis of external actors in this
section. In recent years, China has
emerged as a major foreign actor in
Africa, driven by its non-interference
policy and norm-shaping selective
engagement. As Western aid and
agreements are often conditional on
democratic governance and human
rights standards, China’s approach

makes it attractive for African
governments that want quick and
unrestricted financing( Alden & Large,
2015).

Africa serves as a source of
market

China’s

and a

fuels

natural resources

opportunity  that

economic growth. In return, China
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focuses on strengthening state control,

developing infrastructure, and
maintaining political stability rather
than holding elections (Sun, 2016).
Chinese state-owned enterprises use
personal connections ( B 14 ) to
negotiate  deals  with  African
governments. In Angola, China offers
loans to fund large-scale infrastructure
projects in return for oil. However,
these projects have led to debt
dependency in Angola, as well as a
portion of funds ending up in the
personal bank accounts of political
elites instead of Dbenefiting the
population.

Under the liberalist school of
thought, trade is expected to benefit all
parties, yet neo-imperialism is an
overarching theme in this book,
showing the unequal power dynamics
shaping Africa's engagement with

foreign actors. The Latecomer

Advantage Theory argues that
developing countries can leverage their
"advantage of backwardness" to
accelerate growth. One principle of this
approach is New Structural Economics
(NSE), which emphasizes developing
industries aligned with a country’s
factor endowments and supporting
industrial upgrading through state-led

coordination (Lin, 2016).
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In Africa, this means transforming
its natural resource wealth into broader
economic development. On the other
hand, while there are latecomer
advantages, there are also latecomer
countries

disadvantages. Many

struggle in  their  development

transformation, often dealing with
latent comparative advantages such as
and  high

weak infrastructure

transaction costs when building
sustainable industries aligned with
their factor endowments (Lin, 2016).
into  this

Foreign actors

play
disadvantage, hindering Africa from
turning its natural resource wealth into
its economic development and
contributing to the continuation of the
exploitative system in place.
Successful development would
require a long-term development
strategy, strong regulatory oversight,
and risk assessment (Sun, 2016), and
unfortunately, Africa is not considered
a foreign policy priority for many of
these foreign actors. As a result, these
types of deals and partnerships, not
only from China but also from other
foreign actors, have reinforced the
dynamics of the looting machine:
dependency on

foreign  capital,

vulnerability to  corruption, and

unsuccessful development.
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IV. Conclusion

In conclusion, the combination of

weak domestic institutions and
predatory external actors can transform
natural resource wealth into political
dysfunction and economic dependency
across Africa, making the resource
curse a reality. The book challenges
assumptions about development and
global integration, reflecting themes
from Immanuel Wallerstein’s World
Systems Theory by demonstrating how
core countries and semi-peripheral
countries such as China dominate the
peripheral  resource-rich  African
countries, making them vulnerable to
exploitation.

There are some limitations to this
book when assessing it from a purely
political science perspective. This book
is written as a journalistic account,
focusing on case-by-case examples
through Burgis's investigative work
This approach introduces powerful
stories but also raises questions about
how generalizable the findings are.
Burgis adopts a critical perspective
towards liberalism and globalization,
as is evident throughout the book.
However, it is important to note that
externally aided development has also

yielded positive outcomes for the

continent.
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Thus, exploring  successful
examples of FDI and foreign aid
development can offer a more balanced
view when reflecting on the insights of
this book. Additionally, the book was
originally published in 2015, with most
of the content reflecting the political
and economic conditions from the
years before its release. Therefore,
some contents of the book may be
considered "outdated" More recent
developments and present international
policies would need to be considered to
gain a better understanding of the
current domestic political institutions,
economic structures, and foreign
relations of the African countries
discussed in the book.

Although the book is primarily
written as a journalistic investigation
and does not completely engage with
political ~ theoretical analysis or
academic applications, it still provides
information and real-life scenarios that
can be interpreted through an academic
lens. For readers and researchers in
political science, the contents within
this book allow us to apply existing
theories of international political
economy and international relations,
such as the resource curse theory,

clientelism, neo-imperialism,
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latecomer advantages and
disadvantages, etc...
As one of Burgis's central

arguments is that corruption operates in

both directions, the mainstream
narrative that often frames corruption
as a local issue driven by ethnic
conflicts and governance failures can
be reconsidered. Recognizing this can
help deepen our understanding of the
political and economic processes not
only in Africa but around the world as
well. The situation in Africa and the
Looting Machine ultimately calls for
greater accountability and
transparency in resource governance,
showing us the economic realities of
Africa and its place in the global
economic and political system that we,
the international community, should be

paying closer attention to.
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