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ABSTRACT

As women's political participation in Taiwan has increased, the marital status of
female legislators and its impact on their political career development has drawn
attention. This study aims to explore the influence of marital status on the political
careers of female legislators and analyze their electoral strategy patterns.

The research findings are as follows: First, marital status does indeed affect electoral
strategy choices. Forty percent of legislators believe that "having a partner can enhance
one's image." Married female legislators adopt a "politicization of personal experience"
strategy, while unmarried female legislators employ a "disadvantage transformation"
strategy. Second, female legislators require stronger family support systems. Third,
there are gender differences in political cognition. Female legislators develop sensitive
awareness based on personal experiences, deeply feeling the double standard that
"women face criticism for the slightest thing." Male legislators, however, analyze
rationally from an institutional perspective, believing that "current requirements are not
as strict as before."

The academic contribution of this research is the first discovery that legislators' marital
status transforms from personal background information into political resources,
proving that female politicians rationally adjust their electoral strategies based on
whether they are married or unmarried.

Keywords: Female legislators, marital status, electoral strategy, image strategy,
political participation, gender equality
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