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Ontological Foundation, Epistemological Breakthrough,

and Methodological Innovation

-- A Triple Path to Consolidating the Subjectivity of Chinese Culture
from the Perspective of the “Second Integration”

Liu Delin

School of Marxism, Anhui University of Science and Technology Anhui Huainan 232001

Summary

The “second combination” refers to the combination of the basic principles of Marxism with
excellent traditional Chinese culture, which is the fundamental path to consolidate the subjectivity of
Chinese culture. From a philosophical perspective, the “second combination” consolidates the
subjectivity of Chinese culture through a triple logic: at the ontological level, decoding the “birth”
genes of Chinese civilization, activating the inherent vitality of excellent traditional Chinese culture,
and achieving the modern transformation of traditional genes; At the epistemological level, deepen the
practical rationality of “knowledge action mutual construction”, transcend the cognitive limitations of
subject object dichotomy and temporal and spatial separation, and promote cultural self-improvement to
sublimate into a conscious grasp of the laws of civilization; At the methodological level, constructing
an interactive network of cultural elements through intercultural thinking, opening up a new paradigm
of civilization dialogue in the tension of “mutual learning between ancient and modern” and “harmony
in diversity”, and cultivating cultural self character. The mutual support and collaborative efforts of the
three have not only solved the cultural dilemma of the “debate between ancient and modern China and
the West” in modern times, but also provided a systematic solution for the construction of modern
civilization of the Chinese nation, demonstrating the contemporary value of Chinese cultural
subjectivity in theoretical innovation, practical breakthroughs, and civilization dialogue.

Keywords: “Second combination”, Subjectivity of Chinese culture; Ontology, epistemology,
Methodology, mutual learning among civilizations
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