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ABSTRACT

Studies on generational politics in Taiwan suggest that the country's social cleavage
structure has been undergoing gradual transformation in recent years. Existing research,
however, has focused primarily on documenting empirical differences across generations,
while paying less attention to the cultural context and psychological mechanisms
underlying the political values of younger generations. Moreover, whether such value
changes may further reshape the political manifestation of existing social cleavages and
alter the ability of Taiwan's two major parties to cultivate political identification among
younger generations remains insufficiently theorized and empirically examined.
Combining cultural text analysis with quantitative analysis, this study proposes a
complementary explanation of political socialization from the perspective of popular

culture.

The textual analysis finds that two cohorts shaped by different political socialization
contexts resonate with different types of popular cultural narratives. As cultural mirrors,
Slam Dunk embodies a value orientation characterized by replacing authority, whereas
Demon Slayer reflects an orientation toward overthrowing authority. These contrasting
narrative patterns reveal distinct political value orientations. This cultural proposition is
consistent with the patterns of generational political change identified in the existing

literature and offers a possible cultural interpretation of those empirical findings.

The subsequent quantitative analysis further supports the direction implied by this
cultural proposition. Compared with the Demon Slayer generation, the traditional

generation exhibits statistically significant generational differences in democratic
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attitudes toward reduced acceptance of authoritative intervention, Taiwanese identity
characterized by desacralization and decentering, and party identification marked by
greater opposition to traditional establishment parties. Overall, this study argues that
value changes reflected in cultural texts can serve as a complementary explanation for
understanding the political socialization of younger generations and the reconstruction of
Taiwan's social cleavages. These changes may also provide a longer-term political-

cultural foundation for the emergence of third-force parties in recent years.

Keywords: social cleavages; political socialization; political culture; anti-

authoritarianism; political value orientation; generational politics; party identification
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