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This study examines the survival strategies of emerging small parties under Taiwan’s
mixed-member majoritarian electoral system, using the New Power Party (NPP) and the
Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) as comparative cases. Focusing on the Ninth through
Eleventh Legislative Yuan from 2016 to 2026, it explores how electoral institutions,
legislative rules, and changing configurations of legislative power shape small parties’
opportunities to enter the legislature, influence policy, and sustain themselves over time.
The study adopts a primarily qualitative approach supplemented by quantitative
evidence, combining semi-structured interviews, institutional and documentary analysis,
representative legislative cases, and existing quantitative studies.

The findings show, first, that Taiwan’s electoral system does not completely exclude
small parties, but the majoritarian effects of single-member districts, the 5 percent
threshold for party-list seats, and the 3 percent threshold for public party subsidies
increase the costs of converting social support into legislative representation and stable
resources. Legislative caucus negotiations and greater procedural transparency provide
formal opportunities for participation, advocacy, and oversight, but substantive
influence remains constrained by the distribution of legislative seats.

Second, the political value of small-party seats is conditional rather than fixed. When a
single party holds a legislative majority, small parties rely more heavily on advocacy,
oversight, amendments, and party differentiation. When no single party holds a majority,
small parties may gain greater bargaining and coalition value, although such pivotal
status still depends on the issue, voting configuration, and flexibility among potential
partners.

Third, policy achievement and party survival are not linearly related. Cooperation with
major parties may increase the likelihood of policy success but weaken party
distinctiveness, while stronger differentiation may preserve party identity but reduce
opportunities for substantive policy gains.

Finally, political celebrities and new-media visibility can help small parties overcome
initial barriers of recognition and resources, but these advantages may create a
“bubble-like” risk if they are not transformed into stable party identification, local
organization, leadership recruitment, issue ownership, institutionalized decision-making,
and succession mechanisms. Long-term survival therefore depends on how small parties
balance policy influence, electoral support, coalition flexibility, and party autonomy
while building sufficient organizational resilience to withstand leadership turnover,
electoral defeat, and external political shocks.
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